
What do these verses mean to you?

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

“Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his 
income; This too is meaningless.” Ecclesiastes 5:10
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

“A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” 
Proverbs 22:1 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

“Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come to 
poverty.” Proverbs 22:16 (ESV)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. If your answer is no, ask yourself why and then read the truth of 
God’s word below. 
1. Do I believe God can provide for me and that he is enough? _______________________________
     Meditate on 1 Timothy 6:17-19 : “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
     put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
     everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
     willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, 
     so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

2. Do I believe God is the true owner of all my stuff and that I am the steward of it? ______________
     Meditate on Psalm 24:1: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;”    

3. If we ever question the integrity of something we want to do, what does Matthew 7:12 
    encourage us to do?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

What do I believe about money?

Solomon Says, Chapter 2 Honesty



“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10

This verse does not say that money is evil, but that the love of money is evil. Money in itself is a neutral 
object and it can be used for good things. But, when we place money as a “god” in our lives (we make 
it a main focus or priority and we do anything to get it or to keep it) it becomes an evil because it 
displaces the sovereignty of God in our lives. Notice the word “root”: a root is usually the beginning of 
something, and in this case the attitude of placing a great emphasis on money is the beginning of the 
path to evil things. Consider what a person desperate for money might do: lie, steal or even murder. 
 
“Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his 
income; This too is meaningless.” Ecclesiastes 5:10

King Solomon, who enjoyed as much wealth as wisdom, realized that anything we pursue can 
become an addiction. In this verse, he is referring to the love of money, and how that pursuit is never-
ending. This love of money finds its origin in pride and is a form of idolatry. Regardless of whether your 
love for more money comes from an internal motivation (you want to be better) or from an external 
motivation (you want to keep up with the Joneses), you will never find satisfaction and the final result 
will be physical and spiritual poverty.

“A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” 
Proverbs 22:1 
Some cultures, more so than our own western culture, understand that a family name can mean 
everything to a person (it determines their future options), and once that name is ruined, the person is 
ruined.  Names also reflect a person’s identity. Therefore, a good name is much more valuable than any 
amount of wealth, especially wealth attained illegally or immorally.

“Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come to 
poverty.” Proverbs 22:16 (ESV)

Regardless of whether you trample and misuse others to attain that wealth or support the rich to gain 
a good reputation instead of helping the poor, both actions are wrong in the eyes of the Lord and you 
will come to poverty (physical and spiritual).

Matthew 7:12 is sometimes referred to as the Golden Rule. We should treat others the same way we 
would want to be treated.
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